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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for connecting a client to a database managed by a 
network of computer systems, the network of computer systems including a plurality of database 
management system (DBMS) members, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a shared network address for the plurality of DBMS members; and 

(b) utilizing the shared network address by the client to connect to nn active DBMS 
member of the plurality of DBMS members.; 

(c ) assignin g each DBMS member in th e plurali ty of DB MS members, __a 
corresponding member-specific network address, w herein th e member-specific network address 
is assoc iated with the corresponding m emb er regardless of its loc ation: and 

(d) utiliz ing the member-specific network address of a DBMS me mber to re-establis h 
a connectio n to the DBMS membe r for performing a res vnehronizati on process alter a first 
connecti on to the DBMS mem ber hag been interrupted , 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the shared network address is common to 
each DBMS member of the plurality of DBMS members. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the utilizing step (b) further includes the steps 

of: 

(bl) submitting a domain name for the database location to a domain name server 
coupled lo the clicnL; 

(b2) resolving the domain name to the shared network address; and 

(b3) returning the shared network address to the client from the domain name server. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the utilizing step (b) further includes the step 
of: 

(bl) sending the shared network address by the client to a network router coupled to 
the network of computer systems. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the utilizing step (b) further includes the step 
of: 

(bl) determining which ones of the plurality of DBMS members located at the shared 
network address arc active. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the determining step (bl) further includes: 
(bli) communicating with a work load manager coupled to the plurality of DBMS 

members, wherein the work load manager monitors the status and workload of each active 
DBMS member. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the utilizing step (b) further includes the step 
of: 

(b2) connecting the client to any one of the active DBMS members located at the 
shared network address. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

(o) (c) transmitting to the client a list of active DBMS members from an active DBMS 
member. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 
fc) fe) providing a weighted load for each active DBMS member; and 

(d) (0 identifying a member-specific network address associated with each active DBMS 
member. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

(e) (g) balancing a workload across the active DBMS members based on their respective 
weighted loads. 

1 1 . (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing programming 
instructions for connecting a client to a database managed by a network of computer systems, the 
network pJLcommit cr^syst cnis including a plurality of database management system (DBMS) 
members, comprising programming instructions for: 

(a) providing a shared network address for the plurality of DBMS members; am4 

(b) utilizing the shared network address by the client to connect to an active DBMS 
member of the plurality of DBMS members; 

fe) aSSlailiag SSSfa PBMS member in the plu rality of DBMS members a 

corres ponding memhcr- spccific netw ork address, wherein the member-spec i lie network address 
is associated w ith the co rresponding member regardless of its loc ation: and 

(d ) ulili/inu the member-s pecific network addres s of a DBMS member t o re-establish 
a con iycction to the PBMS member for performing a ^synchronization process after a first 
gQQJlCQtLQ^ has been interrupted . 

14. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13. wherein the shared network 
address is common to each DBMS member of the plurality of DBM S members. 

15- (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13, wherein the utilizing instruction 

(b) further includes the instructions for: 

(bl) submitting a domain name for the database location to a domain name server 

coupled to the client; 

(b2) resolving the domain name to the shared network address; and 

(b3) returning the shared network address to the client from the domain name server. 
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16. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13, wherein the utilizing instruction 
(b) further includes the instruction for: 

(b!) sending the shared network address by the client to a network router coupled to 
the network of computer systems. 

17. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13, wherein the utilizing instruction 
(b) further includes ihc instruction for: 

(bl) determining which ones of the plurality of DBMS members located at the shared 
network address are active. 

IS. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein the determining 
instruction (bl) further includes: 

(bit) communicating with a work load manager coupled to the plurality of DBMS 
members, wherein the work load manager monitors the status and workload of each active 
DBMS member. 

19. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein the utilizing instruction 
(b) further includes the instructions for: 

(b2) connecting the client to any one of the active DBMS members located at the 
shared network address. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim J 7, further comprising 
the instruction for: 

(c)(e) transmitting to the client a list of active DBMS members from an active DBMS 
member. 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 17, further comprising 
the instructions for: 

(c) (e} providing a weighted load for each active DBMS member: and 
(4) £0 identifying the member-specific network, address associated with each active 
DBMS member. 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 21, further comprising 
the instruction for: 

(e) (g) balancing a workload across the active DBMS members based on their respective 
weighted loads, 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 
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25. (Currently Amended) A system for connecting a client to a database managed by a 
network of computer systems, the network of computer sys tems including a plurality of database 
management system (DBMS) members, the system comprising; 

a shared network address for the plurality of DBMS members; and 

a network router coupled to the client for utilizing the shared network address to connect 
the client to an active DBMS member of the plurality of DBMS membersujnji 

means for assigning a corres pond ing member-specific ne twork address for each DBMS 
member, wherein the mem ber-specif ic network addr ess is associate d with the corresponding 
member regard less of its loc ation. 

wherein the clie nt utilises the m ember-specific network address to perfor m... a 

reswe^roniza tion process with a DBMS member after a first c onnection wit h the DBM S 

member ha s been i nterrupted . 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the shared network address is common to 
each DBMS member of the plurality of DBMS members, 

27. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising: 

a domain name server coupled to the client, wherein the client submits a domain name for 
the network of computer systems to the domain name server and the domain name server 
resolves the domain name to the shared network address and returns the shared network address 
to the client. 
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28. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the network router comprises means for 
determining which ones of the plurality of DBMS members located al the shared network address 
are active. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the determining means includes a work load 
manager coupled lo the plurality of DBMS members, wherein the work load manager monitors 
the status and workload of each active DBMS member and communicates the status to the 
network router. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein each active DBMS member further includes 
means for transmitting a list of active DBMS members to the client. 

3 1 - (Original) The system of claim 28, further comprising: 

means for providing a weighted load for each active DBMS member; and 

means for identifying a member-specific network address associated with each active 

DBMS member. 

32. (Original) The system of claim 3 1 , further comprising: 

means for distributing work evenly across the active DBMS members based on their 
respective weighed loads. 

33. (Canceled) 
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34, (Canceled) 
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